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politics of Germany more closely than the intrigues
and changing humours of the Court, and at the
Court were found his most adroit enemies. Of in-
surrection, incited by great nobles, there was little
in the latter years of his administration; the merci-
less vigour with which they had been suppressed,
the inexorable rigour which brought to the block
even the chief of the great house of Montmorcnci,
discouraged such enterprises. If the Cardinal was
not loved, he was greatly feared; his opponents
caballed for his overthrow, but they no longer ven-
tured to take up arms against the Government,

Richelieu's most bitter enemies were women.
He possessed none of the arts which excite.affection
or admiration among women, and their influence
was rarely exercised in his favour, The Queen-
mother was the most inveterate in her hostility, but
when she was at last driven from Court, there was
nothing to fear from her. The King's wife lowd
the Cardinal no more than did the King's mother,
but .she was less active In seeking his overthrow.
The gossip that accused Richelieu of endeavouring
unsuccessfully to obtain her affection may be at
once dismissed; he was not the man to become in-
volved in any affair of the heart, nor was he foolish
enough to make love to his master's wife.

The hontUity of the two Queens wan less danger-
ous, because the King wasted no affection on either
of them. By force of persistence his mother at
times had exerted some influence over him. His
wife exerted no Influence at any time; she was a
woman of small capacity, whom Louis regardedlm offficient, The armlet met atom she hated had but six
